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Creating new spaces and values through women perspectives in the
forestry sector in Catalonia
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Creating new spaces and values
through women perspectives in the
forestry sector in Catalonia

Emboscades
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This initiative has four objectives:
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Generate female role models to encourage
generational renewal
To bring knowledge about the forestry
world closer to citizens
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SOME FACTS:
Spain has 37% of the forest cover in Europe however it is the third most
forested country in Europe after Finland and Sweden

3897 people work in forestry in Catalonia
That translates into 79 million Euros of added value.
The whole forestry chain represents 1% of the GDP
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In Catalonia alone forestry is an important issue:
64% of Catalonia is forest and of this forest area, 75% is

privately owned, while 25% is publicly owned.
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According to data from the year 2020, of the total number of forest owners, 32% are women and
in co-ownership, this percentage reaches 45%. (Data from the Forest Ownership Center, 2020).
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Between June 2021 and September 2024 during the mandate of Anna Sanitjas Olea as the Director of Forests and Natural Environment in the Climate Action
Department of the Generalitat of Catalonia,, the autonomous government of the region, gender equality in the forestry sector has been developed with
various iniciatives.

March 2022 — Event - Women in
forestry world day: Walking towards
equality

2023 — Gender Diagnosis

October 2023 — Event - Women and
leadership conference: Conquer our
spaces

October 2023 — Event - Moving
towards gender equality in the forest
sector.

March 2024 — Exhibition -
“Emboscades. Dones i bosc” (Women
of the Forest) + various events &
activities

April 2024— Barcelona — Event —
Women forest landowners: We move
forward together.

September 2024-The previous event
gave way to another meeting in which
the creation of an Association of
WOMEN FOREST LANDOWNERS was
initiated
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The gender diagnosis of the forestry sector
produced in 2023 obtained some of the following
data:

Few women work in forestry: 374 out of a total of 3897
people that work in forestry in Catalonia.

Only 7% are machine operators, forestry, hunting or wood
treatment laborers

Aproximately 48% of forest engineers are women

50% of forestry researchers are women however on 25%
occupy senior positions and only 32% of the published
articles are by women forest researchers.

Forest management and most professionas associated with
the forest environment are very unknown to people in the
urban world, despite being essential work.

https://agricultura.gencat.cat/ca/departament/politique

s/dones-sector-forestal/index.html



https://agricultura.gencat.cat/ca/departament/politiques/dones-sector-forestal/index.html
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Emboscades. Dones i Basc
(Women of the Forest)

“Emboscar is a Catalan verb that has two main definitions. From the more poeticand
literary “to get lost and go deep into the vasthess of @ forest” to the more commonly
used, specifically in'the field of defence: “to be in a hidden place to surprise the enemy”.
Someone who is emboscat / emboscada, therefore, lis someone who gets lost in the
woods and feels good about it but also someone who is ambushed”.

Gerard Fernandez in Medforest
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“Emboscades. Dones i bosc” - Women of the Forests

A portrait of women who work in the forest sector in Catalonia

“Women of the Forest” aims to make visible the role of women in the management of Catalonia’s forests.
The exhibition, produced for the Climate Action Department of Catalonia, invites you to explore and delve into the role of
women in the forest sector, as well as the importance of managing and conserving forests.
Through the eyes of 18 women who, day by day, with their work, make it possible
An Advisory Board was created of 9 women to help prepare a list of approximately 60 women that work in the forestry
sector. From this list of 60 women finally 18 were selected to represent different sectors, ages and locations.



Women have a key role in forest management because they do work in the sector however their efforts are not usually seen or
appreciated.

Women can provide a way of working that emphasizes aspects that until now have not been taken into account and breaking
generally masculinized stereotypes of the profesion, such as manipulating heavy forestry machinery, coordinating field work, or
leading forest emergency operations.

Therefore we must make their work visible, claim it, celebrate it and denounce all the barriers that still exist.
The forest sector has a glass ceiling that still needs to be overcome.
Only a forestry world based on equlity between women and men will be able to achieve the challenges the future wil bring to us.




January 2023 and February 2024
* DESIGN
Title & branding of the exhibition

Physical design, graphics, distribution & production of the
exhibition

* PHOTOGRAPHY:
18 Photo Portrait & Daily Life photo shoots
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* VIDEO:

12 Interviews
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18 Daily Life footage shoots

* TEXT

General introduction
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The final stand alone exhibition for exteriors or interiors contains 18 large black & white portraits, 103 color photos
and twelve 3 minute audiovisuals that can be seen by clicking on a QR code
All photos were printed on wooden board planks and are held up by tree trunks.
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WOMEN OF THE FOREST



https://vimeo.com/928585806

Next Steps

2025:
Emboscades Travelling exhibition:
June: Spanish Forestry Congress in Gijon (Asturias)

and more....
s N
Creation of a Women Forest Land Owners Association
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Events for World Forestry Day, Rural Womens Day, etc...
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Continued Support from the Forest Land Ownership Center and the

Generalitat the Autonomous Government of Catalonia
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DACC - Climate Action Department of the Generalitat of Catalonia
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