The main issues Latvian
forest owners face today

Grigorijs Rozentals

Foundation Centre for Support of Forest Owner Cooperation



The three main issues today are:

* Biological diversity
* Game management

* How to be smart when selling wood



Biological diversity
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Biological diversity

* Most of the private forest owners are interested in promoting some
biological diversity in their forests.

e But too much diversity can lead to your forest compartments being
identified as valuable biotopes.

 State organized biotope inventories have lead to forest owners
increasing their cutting.

* We have also seen forest owners selling their family forest because
forestry is becoming too risky.



Biological diversity

In Article 105 of the Constitution it is stated, that «property cannot be used
against the interests of society».

Today in Latvia protected areas can be created on a property against the will of
the owner.

Once a protected area has been created, it is very difficult to cancel.

Impact of the forest management restrictions is practically not compensated.

* If a valuable biotope has been found on the property, it is difficult to sell wood
from that compartment even if cutting is completely legal.



Biological diversity

* Forest owners need to have a better understanding of biological values in
their forest. They need to be educated about them.

* If forest owners would have the confidence, that they can manage biological
diversity, they would be less likely to destroy diversity just in case.

e Such understanding would be valuable for those forest owners, who want to
manage their forests for maximizing the biological values.

* In this project we have made a simple tool, which allows a forest owner, with
no professional training, to make an approximate estimation of the biological
value of his/her compartments.



Biological ¢

versity

Pazime

Punkti

Piezimes

Audzi veido dazada vecuma koki (pieméram dala koku ir vecaki
neka to vairums).

Skatamies So atskirigo koku skaitu.

Ir Joti lielu dimensiju koki (resnaki par 50 cm).

Skatamies koku skaitu.

Ir Iéni augosi (Zuburaini) |oti veci koki.

Skatamies koku skaitu.

Audzé ir nelieli laukumi ar grupveida paaugu (pieméram mazo
eglisu grupas).

Skatamies Sadu grupu skaitu.

Audzé ir nokaltusi stavosi koki vai stumbeni ar diametru purvainos
meZos virs 20 cm, paréjos mezos virs 25 cm.

Skaitam nokaltusos kokus vai
stumbenus.

Ir kritalas (uz zemes gulosi koki) kuru diametrs purvainos mezos
parsniedz 20 cm, paréjos mezos 30 cm.

Skaitam kritalas.

Ir ar sakném izgazti (pieméram egles) lieli koki.

Skaitam kokus.

Ir putnu sakalti augosi vai nokaltusi koki.

Skaitam $adus sakaltus kokus.

Ir redzami augosi (dzivi) koki ar piepem.

Skaitam $adus kokus.

Uz koku stumbriem aug zalas slinas augstak par metru no zemes.

Skaitam $adus kokus.

Meza ir avotu izplides vietas, avoksnaji, avotainas ieplakas.

Skaitam $adas vietas.

Ir islaicigi vai pastavigi parplastosi klajumi.

Skaitam $adas vietas.

Ir pazimes par audzé notikusu ugunsgréku pédéjo 20 gadu laika.

Ja ja, pieskaitam vienu punktu.

Nogabals robeZojas vai to $kérso strauts vai maza upite.

Jaja, pieskaitam vienu punktu.

Zemsedzeé daudz sfagnu stinu (vairak par pusi no platibas).

Ja ja, pieskaitam vienu punktu.

Nogabals robeZojas ar upi vai ezeru.

Ja ja, pieskaitam vienu punktu.

Nogabals atrodas Piejliras zemiené.

Ja ja, pieskaitam vienu punktu.

MeZa atrodas |oti liela ligzda (diametra virs 50 cm).

Jaja, pieskaitam 10 punktus.

MeZa ir atrodama kada aizsargajama suga.

Ja ja, pieskaitam 10 punktus.

Nogabala meZa tips ir dumbrajs un taja valdosa suga ir
melnalksnis.

Ja ja, pieskaitam 10 punktus.

Nogabala meZa tips ir purvajs un taja aug spilves.

Jaja, pieskaitam 10 punktus.

Nogabala atrodas grava kura aug platlapju koki.

Ja ja, pieskaitam 10 punktus.

Nogabala koku vecums ievérojami (vairak par 20 gadiem)
parsniedz normativajos aktos paredzéto koku cir§anas vecumu.

Ja ja, pieskaitam 10 punktus.

KOPA PUNKTI




Model in Latvian language can be found on our web page:

https://mezakooperativs.lv/meza-ipasniekiem/biotopi-meza/
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Game management




Game management

* For decades hunting lobby has been considerably more influential in Latvia than forest
owner lobby.

* This has lead to unprecedented increase of moose, deer and roe deer populations.

* The only animals, which are effectively regulated are wolves and lynx. Only one in ten
wolves live Ionger than one year.

* In many areas regeneration with pine is no longer feasible. In areas with high presence of
moose, regenerating spruce is also increasingly becoming a problem.

* Forest owners have to spend millions of euros on repelants to finance good hunting.



Moose

Alnu (Alces alces) skaita dinamika Latvija
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Deer

Staltbriezu (Cervus elaphus) skaita dinamika Latvija
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Game management

* There is no light at the end of the tunnel yet.

* This is a real problem, but we did not provide any solutions it in this
project.
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How to be smart when selling wood




How to be smart when selling wood?

* Apart from many issues a forest owner faces when trying to sell
his/her wood for an honest price, one is how to understand in the
beginning an approximate market value of your cutting area.

* In this project we have made a model, which is comparatively easy to
use and does just that.

* Model is so good, that it has been used in co-operative Mezsaimnieks
to calculate income forecasts in cutting projects.

* Even though result will be more precise, when model is used by a
professional, it can be very well used also by an average forest owner.



How to be smart when selling wood?

DATI NO TAKSACIJ/ SORTIEMENTU CENAS, EUR/mM®
Koeficient
s
Sugu Tpatsvars no mezaudzes formulas sortiment
Ba M a
B E (baltalksni (melnalks | iznakuma| Koefic. Papirmalk
Nog. Cirtes weids Plat.,ha | Kraja/ha |(bérzs) P (priede) |(egle) s) A (apse) nis) m korekcija Suga  Zagbalkis Sikbalkis a malka
Bérzs
Priede
Egle
Baltalksnis
Apse
Melnalksnis

1ZSTRADES IZMAKSAS, EUR/m®

Kop$anas
lzmaksu postenis  Kailcirte cirte

Zagésana

PieveSana

IzveSana

Summa 0 0

Nodokli, % 7.5

MANUALI IEVADAMI SORTIMENTA
1IZNAKUMA KOEFICIENTI (0 lidz 1)
atstajot tukSus, tiks izmantoti noklusétie ko

Papirmalk
SORTIMENTU IZNAKUMS, m? Kailcirte  Zagbalkis Sikbalkis a malka
Papirmalk

Suga Zagbalkis Sikbalkis a malka Kopa Bérzs
Bérzs 0 0 0 0 Priede
Priede 0 0 0 0 Egle
Egle 0 0 0 0 Baltalksnis
Baltalksnis 0 0 0 0 Apse
Apse 0 0 0 0 Melnalksnis
Melnalksni 0 0 0 0
Kopa 0 0 0 0



How to be smart when selling wood?

* Model in Latvian language can be seen in our web page:

* https://mezakooperativs.lv/meza-ipasniekiem/cirsmas-ienemumu-
kalkulacija/







