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PRELIMINARY RESULTS AND IDENTIFIED CHALLENGES

In order to determine which citizen scientists are likely to contribute 
efficiently to forest health monitoring we need to understand:

Behavior of citizen scientists
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Citizen scientists around the world are sharing geolocalized photos of 
plants, animals and fungi on several online platforms.

This information can be very useful in detecting quarantine invasive 
species soon after their introduction to the new environment.

However, probability of citizen scientists reporting quarantine species 
may be influenced by several factors.

Meta-data from the global iNaturalist platform will be used to establish 
typology of citizen scientist contributing biodiversity data. Profile of 

citizen scientist will be determined based on combination of the 
following features:
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• Users reporting quarantine pests 
tend to have a broader taxonomic 
breadth than those that have not

• Study area is limited to Europe, 
including the Eastern part of Russia 
and to some extent Turkey with 150 
km buffer zone to include reports 
of native and quarantine pests

• Citizen scientists that have reported 
quarantine pests have more 
observations active on the platform 
than those having not
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